Death.?A young woman was taken in labour with her first child, on the 10th Sept. 1844 
Death.?A young woman was taken in labour with her first child, on the 10th Sept. 1844. The pains were lingering till the morning of the 14th, when they became much more severe ; the os uteri however was then not much larger than a shilling, and its edges were hard and rigid. She was bled from the arm, and the extract of Belladonna was applied freely to the mouth and neck of the womb. Dr. Lever saw her in the afternoon of the 14th, and recommended repeated doses of tartar emetic until complete nauseation was produced ; this to be followed by a full dose of opium. No decided advantage was thereby gained. At a subsequent visit, next day, he found that, during a violent pain, a mass, consisting of a considerable portion of the cervix uteri in a most fetid state, had been expelled a short time previously. The child was extracted with the aid of the perforator and crotchet, " without greatly increasing the laceration that had occurred." Things went on tolerably well with the patient until the second day, when the right shoulder and elbow-joints became swollen and excessively painful; the metacarpal joint of the left index finger was also affected. There was no tenderness of the abdomen, and the lochia were free, but fetid. She appeared to improve for the next Dr. Barlow has shewn, in a previous paper (noticed in our number for January last), the influence of obstruction in different parts of the Bowels, and also of impediments to the free passage of the blood through the portal system of the Liver, upon the quantity of fluid secreted by the Kidneys.
In working out the proposition there enunciated?" If a sufficient quantity of water cannot be received into the small intestines; or if the circuit through the portal system into the vena cava ascendens, or thence through the lungs and heart into the systemic circulation be obstructed; or if there be extensive disorganization of the kidneys ; the due secretion of urine cannot be effected"?he now proceeds to examine the effects of obstructed circulation through the Heart and Lungs upon this secretion.
The first case related is one of Dropsical Effusion from Pulmonary Ob' struction, arising from neglected Bronchitis ; the legs had become very (Edematous, and there was a good deal of fluid in the abdomen. The bowels were purged with the compound jalap powder, and the kidneys stimulated with saline diuretics and nitric ffither. A pill?consisting of one grain of Pil. Hydrarg., Pulv. Scillao, and Pulv. Ipecac, and two grains of Extr. Hyosciami?was also given night and morning. In the course of ten days, the woman had lost her cough and dropsical swelling:?she was soon convalescent.
"The effects," says Dr. B. " upon other organs, of repeated or long-continued bronchitis, are, as is well known, distention of the right side of the heart, with general venous obstruction, engorgement of the liver, oedema of the lower extremities ; and, in extreme cases, the obstruction to the circulation through the right side of the heart may be such as so produce oedema of the face and superior ; but this, I believe, rarely happens until the distention has been 60 > and so long continued, as to lead to organic change." P. 286. 
